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I recently watched a Ted Talk video by Victor Rios, an educator and author from California. 
He asked the audience to consider the approach of defining our youth by what they can 
contribute to society, not by what they lack. This approach can be a game-changer 
when we dispose of a deficiency mentality, acknowledge (and honor) their individual 
stories, and provide resources to assist them to reach their full potential.  

When I think about the diverse group of kids we have as members of the Clubs, I am in 
awe of their resiliency, tenacity and creativity. They have such drive and determination 
and are eager to experience new things. With that being said, they are also vulnerable. When they let their guard down 
we see the uncertainty they have about themselves and the world around them. In these moments, our members need 
us more than we may even realize.  

This is why our Club staff are evaluated on their interactions with our members. We’ve chosen to focus on the greeting 
aspect of the Club experience to ensure that each member knows they are valued. Greeting them by name, taking an 
interest in their interests, and simply saying hello and goodbye each day without fail can all make a difference.  

By building upon their strengths, they will achieve the awesomeness that lies within them 
and make their community and the world a better place. Thank you for believing in us and 
investing in our kids!

With warmest wishes,

Dawn Stanhope
President and CEO

STANHOPE & OPPORTUNITY

Dawn Stanhope with BGCMC’s 
2018-19 Youth of the Year Kalista K.

COVER PHOTO: Teen Club members explored future educational 
and career options at a 4-day camp at Manatee Technical 
College. This Club member holds up a dental mold that he created 
while learning about the Dental Assisting Technology curriculum.  

2018 Suncoast Summer Book Challenge
We would like to thank the Suncoast Campaign for Grade-
Level Reading for sponsoring the 2018 Summer Book Challenge. 
The program is designed to prevent summer learning loss by 
encouraging kids to read six books over the summer months. Our 
Club members proudly wore the colorful wristbands they received 
for each book they finished. 

In addition, we are grateful to Manatee Sunrise Kiwanis Club for 
visiting our Clubs with the Book Bus and providing our members 
with six books each!

These two wonderful programs created a synergy to help our Club 
members stay on track.

 747  Club Members Participated

 8,307 Books Were Read

 11.12 Books Per Club Member 

Stay Connected



On June 1, 2018, with hard hats on and shovels in hand, we held a groundbreaking ceremony 
for the new DeSoto Boys & Girls Club. Invest In Kids capital campaign contributors, local 
officials, Florida State Senator Bill Galvano and members of the community joined our 
campaign chair, Caleb Grimes, and our staff and board members to mark the start 
of construction on the long awaited facility. Within a few weeks, NDC Construction 
installed fencing around the site and in moved the heavy equipment. 
Then, thanks to another generous contribution from the Deerbrook Charitable Trust, 
we reached our $7.5 million campaign goal. It was time to celebrate...with our Club 
members. On July 13, 2018, our staff, board members and DeSoto Club alumni 
held an ice cream party for the DeSoto Club members.
“I haven’t heard that many thank you’s and please’s from children that young 
in a very long time,”said Tim Fanning, a BGCMC Foundation Board member. “We 
should throw ice cream parties more often!” 

Q: What do you do once you break ground on a new Club, start  
 construction and reach the Invest In Kids campaign goal?
A: Have an Ice Cream Party!  

HERE’S THE SCOOP!



Boys & Girls Clubs of Manatee County is very fortunate to 
have many generous donors. We realize people have a 
choice when donating to a non-profit and when someone 
chooses to support our members, we are very grateful.

In this edition of BGC RoundUp, we’d like to highlight one 
of our many amazing supporters. Publix Super Markets 
Charities has been an investor in the Clubs for more than 15 
years and their donations have steadily increased through 
the years. In 2018, Publix Super Markets Charities was not 
only the major sponsor of our Good Morning! Great Futures! 
Breakfast, but they also committed a $50,000 gift to the 
Invest In Kids campaign.

When a company or individual sponsors one of our events, 
we typically include a select number of guests that the 
sponsor can bring. More often than not, Publix Super 
Markets Charities insists on giving their event tickets back 
to the Clubs so that our members, volunteers and staff 
can attend free of charge. It is this thoughtfulness that is a 
hallmark of the company.

Publix Super Markets Charities was established in the mid-
1960s by the company’s founder, Mr. George Jenkins. 
Mr. Jenkins started with a small grocery store in Lakeland, 
Florida and now Publix stores can be found throughout the 
southeastern United States, from Bradenton to Birmingham, 
from Palmetto to Palm Beach and beyond. 

Boys & Girls Clubs of Manatee County isn’t the only 
organization to benefit from Publix Charities generosity. 
The foundation has supported many United Way agencies, 
Habitats for Humanity and fellow Boys & Girls Clubs in Florida 
and elsewhere.

Though we don’t sell groceries, the Clubs have much in 
common with Publix Charites, specifically in our endeavors 
to meet the needs of people in our communities. By 
supporting us, Publix Charities helps to provide great 
futures for our community’s youth and for that, we give 
them special thanks!

DONOR SPOTLIGHT Contributed by Francine Diemer
Chief Development Officer

Publix Super Markets Charities sponsored the 2018 Good 
Morning! Great Futures! Breakfast celebrating our Youth of 
the Year, Kalista K., and honoring the history of baseball in 
Bradenton, including 50 years of Pirate’s baseball and their 
partnership with Boys & Girls Clubs of Manatee County.

The 2018 Good Morning! Great Futures! Breakfast featured a 
panel of Boys & Girls Clubs of Manatee County Alumni who were 
members of the Bradenton Boys Club that was located next to 
McKechnie Field (now Lecom Park). Club alumna, Alexis Griffin 
(front center) moderated the panel of four (L to R: James Thomas, 
Stanley Cromartie, Omar Edwards and Brett Pollock). They shared 
their memories of being Club kids next door to the Pittsburgh 
Pirates. To share in their memories and the laughter, watch the 
panel discussion at www.bgcmanatee.org/alumni. Jeff Podobnik, 
Sr. Director, Florida & Dominican Operations, Pittsburgh Pirates 
(far right) poses with Alexis and the Alumni panel.



• Annette J. Hagens Memorial Foundation - $10,000 to 
support Club Scholarships

• Anonymous - $500,000 to support the Invest In Kids 
Campaign - New DeSoto Club’s Commercial Kitchen

• Bank of America - $10,000 to support the Career 
Launch Program

• Early Learning Coalition - $2,000 for the installation of 
seat belts in buses

• The Edward E. and Lillian H. Bishop Foundation - $3,000 
to support Healthy Lifestyles Programs

• Lakewood Ranch Rotary  - $6,000 to support private 
reading tutors at the DeSoto and Palmetto Clubs

• Longboat Key Garden Club - $1,420 for the Desoto Boys 
& Girls Club’s garden project

• Major League Baseball/Boys & Girls Clubs of America 
(BGCA) - $3,000 to support the development of basic 
baseball skills at the Palmetto Club via the Play Ball 
program

• Manatee Community Foundation  - $1,920 to support 
private reading tutors at the DeSoto and Palmetto 
Clubs

• Manatee County Community Development Block 
Grant - $29,766 for fencing for the Flex-Field at the new 
DeSoto Club

• The Mary E. Parker Foundation - $3,000 to support 
Healthy Lifestyles Programs

• Office of Juvenile Justice & Delinquency Prevention/

BGCA -  $20,856 for teen mentoring at the DeSoto Club
• Planet Fitness/BGCA - Awarded $2,000 for Keystone 

Judgement Free Ambassador Program at the DeSoto 
Club

• Publix Super Markets Charities – $15,000 to support the 
Good Morning! Great Futures! Breakfast and $50,000 
to support the Invest In Kids Campaign - New DeSoto 
Club’s Teen Reception Area

• Tampa Bay Estuary Program - $2,100 to support 
Environmental Education at the Palmetto Club

• State College of Florida - $2,213 to support book 
bags and school supplies for the Club at Daughtrey 
Elementary for MLK Day of Service

• Service Club of Manatee County - $1,000 for Youth of 
the Year

• United Way Suncoast - $45,000 to support Summer Brain 
Gain Reads Program at the DeSoto, Palmetto and 
elementary school-based Clubs

• Wells Fargo - $10,000 to support Project Learn, a youth 
academic enrichment program

• William G. and Marie Selby Foundation - $250,000 to 
support the Invest In Kids Campaign - New DeSoto 
Club’s Multi-Purpose/Public Reception Room

• Wilson-Wood Foundation - $10,000 to support Teen 
Programs

GRANT REVIEW
Since the beginning of the 3rd QTR of 2017 we were awarded $968,275 in competitive grants.
Here is a breakdown: 

Contributed by Francine Diemer
Chief Development Officer

Contributed by Michael Wood
Outcomes & Grants Development Director

Palmetto Mayor Shirley Groover Bryant (3rd row, center) 
showed her support for MLB’s Play Ball program, which 
promotes fitness and fun via the fundamentals of baseball.

Teen Club members provided an MLK Day of Service for the 
Club members of Daughtrey Elementary School. The kids 
received backpacks filled with school supplies and spent the 
day participating in activities honoring MLK.

Proud partner of





One of my favorite Club experiences 
during the internship was witnessing 
the pure reaction from the kids. I 
saw that one Club member, Miguel, had the motivation 
to read as many books as he could during the Suncoast 
Summer Book Challenge and thought he had the potential 
to be the top reader of the week. Then, just as I thought, 
he became the top reader by reading seven  books in  
one week. I decided to feature Miguel’s accomplishment 
on the Club’s Instagram. Two days after I posted about 
the top reader, Miguel came up to me with a big smile 
on his face. He was ecstatic. He had seen the post and 
showed his friends at the Club. Then they started telling 
me how many books they read and that they wanted to 
be on Instagram. I realized that the public recognition of 
his achievement created a healthy air of self-confidence 
and excitement that was infectious. That’s why it is one 
of the most rewarding things I’ve ever felt. Something so 
simple can give children motivation to participate.

ZAC & GABBY
Bank of America’s first Sarasota-Manatee Market Student 
Leaders® shared a Club moment from their internship at BGCMC

Walking into this internship I was 
amazed at the educational needs 
of some of the children. However, 

sitting and reading with some of them individually proved 
to me one thing: these children yearned for help. One 
child in particular, Jaz’maine, told me on my second 
day at the Club that she hated reading. In fact, she said 
during reading time she would pretend to read to pass 
the time. I immediately knew that I would make it one of 
my goals to reverse this habit she had developed. I told 
her that I would be reading with her at reading time and 
to my amazement, she was a great reader. By the end 
of the reading session, we were the last ones in the room, 
because she vowed to finish the book no matter what. The 
goal for all of the children that week was to read 4 books. 
By the last day Jaz’maine came running up to me with 
bubbling excitement. She had finished off the week with 
6 books, far exceeding the week’s goal and showing a 
clear reversal of the habit she had developed. She asked 
me if I was proud of her and the smile that enveloped her 
face when I said yes was the best reward I could have 
asked for.

Boys & Girls Clubs of Manatee County was selected by Bank of America to be a host non-profit 
organization for their 2018 Student Leaders program. This program recognizes and supports high 
school juniors and seniors in over 45 states who have demonstrated exceptional leadership and 
commitment to their communities. The program invests in the growth of the Student Leaders by 
providing them with a paid, eight-week internship with a non-profit. Through a Local Market Selection 
Committee, Gabryelle “Gabby” Francois and Zachary “Zac” Phillips were named Bank of America’s 
Sarasota-Manatee Market Student Leaders and given an internship with BGCMC. 

GABBY’S
CLUB MOMENT

ZAC’S
CLUB MOMENT

As part of Bank of America’s Student Leaders program, 
students from around the country attended a summit 
in Washington D.C. They met members of Congress, 
visited national monuments, explored museums and 
were inspired to be engaged and impactful citizens. 
Gabby and Zac (2nd and 3rd from the right) strike a 
pose with fellow Student Leaders in front of the U.S. 
Capitol.



BGC Roundup

What challenges did you face as a kid and how did being 
a Club member help?

We’re all humans and are going to go through highs and 
lows. The Boys & Girls Club gave me the foundation to 
handle all situations in a positive manner.
At the time I attended the Club, I was going to a new school 
with new people and no friends. I had an absentee father 
and a single mother with a revolving door of step dads. 
My brother was selling drugs and struggling with addiction. 
The one real positive influence for me, my grandmother, 
moved away. And, our home was foreclosed on and we 
had to live in a hotel. I was alone, and  I was the “adult.”
This was a real low point in my life. I truly believe this was 
a critical time and it could have ended up so differently 
without the support of my Club.
 
What were you looking forward to when you walked into 
the Club every day?

The Staff! I was always around adults as a child, so I felt 
“cool” to be able to hang with the staff and have a bond 
with them. I wanted to be just like them. Plus, they were 
really the only adult influences in my life that weren’t in 
trouble. It showed me it was okay to be “good” and live 
by the rules.
I was getting into a lot of trouble at school for my attitude. 
I was mouthing off and didn’t respond well to “authority 
figures.” I was an adult at home, so I wanted to be treated 
and seen as an adult in school too. The Club staff allowed 
me to see things differently, not to be so jaded. Yes, my 
mom wasn’t there for me, and my brother was a negative 
influence, but I could rise above. I could be a person of 

integrity and show mutual respect. And, just because I 
was suffering at home, it didn’t mean I needed to make it 
harder on myself or make those around me suffer too. I was 
given a new perspective.
One staff member said to me, “Britney, you’re making it 
harder on yourself. You have so much potential, why are 
you sinking to their level?” He didn’t treat me like a little 
kid and he talked to me like an adult, so I responded well 
to our conversations. He saw something in me and that 
really motivated  me, and more than anything, I wanted 
to make him proud! I was, essentially, ignored at home 
and although I always did well in school, no one ever really 
cared. I feel that the support I received at the Club is why 
I was (and still am) so determined to win at everything and 
be “the best.” That staff member gave me the attention 
I craved in a positive, uplifting way I hadn’t experienced 
before. It became my mission to not let him down.

How has your Club Experience played a part in who you 
are today?

For me, the impact was immediate. The Boys & Girls Club 
gave me confidence to try new things, opportunities to be 
a leader and grow my skills and offered me programs that 
led to discovering my passion. It gave me a safe place 
to be a kid, relax, have fun and explore. It provided a 
lasting foundation to be successful, both personally and 
professionally.
Today, it reminds me to have fun, stay motivated and 
positive, and it still grants me perspective. As cliché as it 
sounds, it’s not the destination, it’s 100% the journey. I’m 
thankful that the Boys & Girls Club was part of mine.

P.O. Box 280
Bradenton, FL  34206

(941) 761-2582
www.bgcmanatee.org

Club Alumni Spotlight
Britney Guertin
Club:   DeSoto Boys & Girls Club, 2001 - 2002
Age:   11 - 12 years old
Education:  Bayshore H.S. Grad, 4.0 GPA
   University of Florida, B.S. in Public Relations
Occupation:   Director of PR & Social Media, Grapevine Communications

Recently, Club alumna and member of the Lakewood Ranch Young Leaders Alliance (YLA), 
Britney Guertin, shared her story with our teen members at Career Discovery Day, a career 
exploration event where YLA members spoke to the teens about their careers and tools for 
success. It was so inspiring that we wanted to share her Club Experience.


