
Invest In Kids:
 Build Great 
 Futures

A Campaign To Build A New DeSoto Club In Bradenton



Since 1946, more than 40,000 children have passed 
through the doors of Boys & Girls Clubs of Manatee 
County. Today, we serve 900 children on average each 
day, and our life-enriching programs reach more than 
4,100 children annually in Manatee County. They come 
for hope and opportunity. They come because it’s a 
safe place where caring adult professionals help them 
achieve academic success, build character and choose 
a healthy lifestyle. Most of all, they come because it’s fun!

A Legacy of Commitment

85%
Say our Clubs

give them 
a sense of 
belonging.

–Boys & Girls Clubs
of Manatee County,

National Youth Outcomes
Initiative Survey, 2015.



In Manatee County as well as across Florida and the nation, the issues facing children can be staggering.

•  One out of four children lives in poverty

•  36% of children live in single parent homes where families struggle to make ends meet

•  Nearly one of five children will not graduate from high school on time

Despite these statistics, 95% of Boys & Girls Clubs of Manatee County Club members expect to graduate 
on time; 93% are on grade level for their age and 93% abstain from drinking and marijuana use. 

Our opportunity as a community is to find ways to provide the structure, resources, guidance and support 
children need to overcome these hurdles. The Boys & Girls Clubs of Manatee County is one such vehicle. 
We provide life-changing support to our community’s youth, and we invite you to help us make this 
transformational difference for many more young people in Manatee County.

State of Youth and Transformational Support

Over the past seven decades, our programs have expanded from a sports-based club for boys to comprehensive 
afterschool and summer programs for girls and boys ages 5-18. We deliver nationally acclaimed programming 
designed to help children read at grade level, stay in school, avoid unhealthy behaviors such as alcohol, 
tobacco and drug use, early sexual activity, criminal and gang involvement and childhood obesity. The goal 
is for youth to become engaged, productive citizens.

Much more than a Sports Club. A Safe Place.

The Boys & Girls Clubs of Manatee County has three priority outcome areas:

1. Academic Success – increasing school attendance and graduation rates; 
2. Good Character & Citizenship – increasing positive community engagement 
and decreasing juvenile delinquency, youth violence and gang involvement; and 
3. Healthy Lifestyles – increasing healthy choices in nutrition and fitness and 
decreasing substance abuse and teen pregnancy.

Service Model



According to the Manatee County Sheriff’s office, the cost to incarcerate one person in Manatee County for a year 
exceeds $75,000. The cost to provide Boys & Girls Club programming for one child for a year is approximately 
$800. The average lifetime economic benefit per high school graduate compared to a non-graduate is approximately 
$200,000 (representing higher earnings and less government expenditures for health care, welfare and incarceration). 
By helping just 10 Club members graduate who otherwise would not have, we can add $2 million to our local 
economy over those members’ lifetimes. The impact of the Boys & Girls Clubs is significant and measureable, 
and our proven results create a better, stronger community for all.

Prevention or Intervention?

The DeSoto Club needs replacement. The 
building is nearly 50 years old and is now 
functionally obsolete. The space limits us to 
serving just 234 children each day, and we 
have many more children on a waiting list. The 
Club was not designed for accommodating 
today’s ever changing youth activities – providing 
Wi-Fi where technology may not exist at home 
and spaces for small groups; quality learning 
experiences like career exploration and home-
work help; and an inviting teen center where 
teens can spend time with friends in a comfortable setting and have adult supervision and support. While this Club 
continues to operate, the building’s  deteriorating condition represents increasing maintenance and operational 
costs, and it is no longer cost effective to renovate or remodel. A new facility will enable us to more than double 
the number of children we currently serve at this site and provide Great Futures for generations to come.

The Need

Manatee’s Children: 

1 in 4 lives in poverty •
1 in 5 will not graduate on time •
36% live in single parent homes •

Club Kids: 

• 95% expect to graduate from high school 
• 93% are on grade level for their age 
• 93% abstain from drinking & marijuana use

The DeSoto Club is due for a rebuild.



Help Us Invest In Kids

Join us as we seek to dramatically increase the number of youth served in 
Bradenton. The Invest in Kids: Build Great Futures Campaign will allow us to 
more than double the number of children served by:

Construction of a new Boys & Girls Club complex on the Desoto Campus          $6 million
•  A 41,200 sq. ft. Club which includes an 18,500 sq. ft. Teen Center and a
    3,500 sq. ft. Administration Center
•  Capacity to serve up to 600 children per day

Endowment to provide sustainable funding for the operation and maintenance         $1.5 million 
of the new complex

Mission Statement:
To enable all young people, especially those who need us most, to 

reach their full potential as productive, caring, responsible citizens.

“I have a son whose life was directly impacted in a very positive way by his involvement 
in a Boys & Girls Club. I have seen first-hand in my own son’s life what a difference your 
organization can make. We see the Boys & Girls Clubs of Manatee County as a trusted 
business partner and valuable community resource to our school system. Thank you for 
all that you do for our students.”

              -Dr. Diana Greene, Superintendent of Schools Manatee County Public Schools

A Statement from Superintendent Greene



Meet Katrina Anderson. Katrina joined our Club in the early 90’s 
when girls were first admitted to what was previously known 
as the Boys Club. As one of five children raised by an elderly 
grandmother living in public housing, Katrina, at the age of 9, 
was responsible for cashing Grandma’s Social Security check, 

waiting in line for food stamps, buying groceries and picking up Grandma’s medication. 
Katrina could look out her bedroom window on any given day and witness drug use, along 
with the illegal sale of drugs, and police cars were frequent visitors. Katrina said drug problems 
were generational and Grandma worked hard to protect the family. Going to the Club meant 
a safe place for her and her siblings to escape the harsh realities of life. 

Katrina fondly remembers the staff at the Club who helped her with homework, hygiene issues, 
and how to be a young lady. There was always someone to encourage her academically. 
Katrina attended the Club with her four best friends and enjoyed time bonding with them. 
She learned important life skills like cooking and sewing as well as valuable office skills through 
participating in the Leader in Training program. Katrina later worked at the Club part-time and 
also worked as a librarian assistant at school. This income allowed her to help her family with 
expenses. Today, Katrina has children of her own, including one who is a student at State 
College of Florida, a son in the junior ROTC program, and a daughter who is an honors 
student. Katrina earned both her undergraduate degree and a master’s in her early 30’s and 
has been with her current employer for five years, helping young people with career decisions.

A Success Story

“Here’s the bottom line for me. I may not have realized it back 
then, but the Club was a place that kept me busy during times 
that I had nothing to do. It also provided me with the adult staff 
and volunteer parents who coached, mentored and cared for 
me and the others. The Boys & Girls Clubs of Manatee County 

is still a place that offers sports, teaches values, educates and gives direction to our kids, 
keeping kids off the street, out of gangs and safe in a drug-free Club. This is exactly 
what we need today.”

                                                                           -Brad Steube, Manatee County Sheriff

A Statement from Sheriff Steube



“Half of teens surveyed 

at a national conference 

said they are not hopeful 

about the future. Without 

hope, teens are even 

more vulnerable to the 

forces encouraging 

poor choices.”

At our local Club teens find:
a safe place to 

engage with friends

caring adult staff to help 
them navigate their journey 

through high school

support to make informed 
decisions about their lives 

after they leave the Club



Our primary goal is simple: to effectively serve more children, more often, 
in a safe environment and help them succeed. Boys & Girls Clubs of Manatee 
County can change lives as we did for Katrina Anderson, Sheriff Steube, and 
many more. To impact more children and make our vision a reality, we need the 
support of our community. Your participation in our “Invest in Kids” campaign 
will help us build the new Boys & Girls Club facility we urgently need in Manatee 
County, giving thousands more children the hope and opportunity they need 
to reach their full potential in the years ahead. Your investment today will make 
our community a better place tomorrow.

For more information, contact the Development Office at:
941.761.2582  Option 5

BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS OF MANATEE COUNTY, INC. IS A 501(c)(3) ORGANIZATION – FEDERAL TAX I.D. #59-0675141.CONTRIBUTIONS 
ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE AS ALLOWED BY LAW. A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION (#CH97)  AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY 
BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING 1-800-435-7352 TOLL-FREE WITHIN THE STATE OR BY VIS-
ITING WWW.800HELPFLA.COM. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE.


